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Chinese philosophy (expanded in a supplement to the second edition published 1766-67). Brucker's treatment of Chinese philosophy is generally considered to be the first extensive account of the subject in a Western language.4
However, it would still take a long time before the first systematic scholarly treatment of the history of Chinese philosophy was written in a Western language. The first such work that I know of is Alfred Forke's (1867 Forke's ( -1944 impressive history of Chinese philosophy in three volumes published 1927-1938.5 During this period the French sinologist and sociologist Marcel Granet (1884-1940) also published his influential, albeit controversial book La pensée chinoise (1934) .
In China, writing the history of Chinese thought or philosophy was from the beginning part of the reinterpretation of traditional Chinese culture that has been a central concern ever since the first attempts at modernization began more than a hundred years ago in the wake of the Opium War. In this process, the classical texts ceased to be sacred and became the objects of critical analysis and comparison with currents of thought in other parts of the world. It was in this context that the notion emerged of writing "a history of Chinese philosophy" or "a history of Chinese thought".
In recent years, after the decades of Maoist orthodoxy, which strictly regulated all areas of culture, the rewriting of history has emerged as an important topic in China. Maybe the endeavours in this regard may be seen as the beginning of a Vergangenheitsbewältigung, an effort to come to terms with the Mao years.6
No doubt, the writing and presentation of the intellectual traditions of China is significant not only for China but also increasingly so for today's globalized world, where cross-cultural communication is rapidly expanding and
